136 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
Despite all these measures agrarian dispossession continued
as a prime factor in the growth of tenancy. Early in 1937 the
President's Committee on Farm Tenancy reported an accre-
tion over the past decade at the rate of forty thousand re-
cruits annually, until two out of every five farmers belonged
to this class as against one out of four half a century earlier*
In the wake of this comprehensive survey Roosevelt sent a
message to Congress in February, 1937, invoking a program
to improve the lot of tenants, croppers and farm laborers.
Behind this urgency also lay the popular interest quick-
ened by Erskine Caldwell's novel Tobacco Road (1932),
dramatized into the decade's greatest box-office attraction,
and the same author's Kneel to the Rising Sun (1935), as
well as the photographic documents which this Georgian and
his wife, Margaret Bourke-White, were gathering through-
out the nation. Still others learned about the sharecropper
from the mordant novels of William Faulkner, movies like
"Cabin in the Cotton" (1932), or the solid studies in rural
sociology by Howard W* Odum, Arthur Raper, Rupert B.
Vance and others of the Chapel Hill coterie.
In the background, too, lay the protest and agitation of the
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union, organized in Arkansas in
July, 1934, by a small band of white and black tenants.
The implication of racial equality no less than its savor of
radicalism alarmed'the average cotton farmer. But in spite
of floggings and night-rider opposition reminiscent of the
Klan, the Union grew to about thirty-five thousand members
in 1937, chiefly in Arkansas and Oklahoma, and at that
juncture affiliated with the CIO* It maintained a lively lobby
in Washington and helped to bring about the first legislation
to redress the plight of the humblest farm workers.
The Bankhead-Jones act of July 22, 1937, set up the
Farm Security Administration, with an initial appropriation
of ten million dollars (raised to twenty-five in the next year,
forty in the following) for making forty-year loans at three-
per-cent interest to agricultural laborers, croppers and other

